
VILLAGE OF BREWSTER  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

15 October 2014 
Public Hearing & Regular Meeting 

Minutes 
The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster held a Public Hearing followed by a Regular Meeting at 7:30 PM on 15 
October 2014 at Village Hall, 50 Main Street, Brewster, New York 10509.   

Attendees:  Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig 
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini  
Trustees; Tom Boissonnault      Mary Bryde, Terri Stockburger 
Village Engineer: John Folchetti   
Village Counsel: Anthony Molé,  
Clerk & Treasurer: Peter Hansen 
Village Police: John Del Gardo 

Pledge to flag. 

Notation of Exits 

Public Hearing  

7:30 PM or as soon thereafter as time permits for the purpose of obtaining public input in regard to the proposed local 
law regulating bicycles on sidewalks 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the public hearing, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

Erin Meagher says she has been fighting the bikes on the sidewalks for 3 years and it is time to get a law on the books 
for enforcement.  It is a hazard.  Anyone over the age of 12 should not be on the sidewalks.  The bikes on the sidewalks 
are dangerous.   

Renee Diaz speaks in support of controlling bike riding on the sidewalks.  Ms. Diaz says fine of $250 might be excessive 
but it is time to control the bike riding on the sidewalks. Ms. Diaz suggests that community organizations offer a bike 
safety class.  /ƻǳƴǎŜƭ aƻƭŞ ŀŘǾƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŜ ƛƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴΦ 

Ms. Meagher thinks $250 is not excessive and the cost of the alternative when a bike hits a pedestrian far exceeds $250.  
Signage is needed for enforcement in both English and Spanish. 

Verna Bergstrom asks how bike riding is handled in other communities.  Deputy Mayor Piccini says Berkeley, California 
has a law requiring bikes be walked on the sidewalks, not ridden.  Deputy Mayor Piccini believes that zones might be 
necessary as age related bike riding is not the same throughout the Village for example in residential zones versus 
commercial zones.   

Trustee Boissonnault does not think bike riding should be limited in residential neighborhoods versus commercial which 
seems necessary.  The bike law should include zone-appropriate language. 

Deputy Mayor Piccini would like our comprehensive plan to include some bike lanes where possible and encourage 
bicycle riding and especially highlighting connection to the Putnam Trailway which connects to the North County 
Trailway. Both Trailways are bike and hike trails. 

Counsel advises that limitations such as zones would have to be by street and specifically written into the law.   

Renee Diaz endorses the idea of promoting biking and linking visitors to and from the Putnam County Trailway and does 
not think requiring walking the bike on sidewalks would be burdensome to our cycling visitors.   

Erin Meagher says there are commercial businesses on residential streets and does not think there should be zone 
limitations. 

Richard Ruchala says in residential neighborhoods at nighttime when visibility is limited it is particularly dangerous to 
pedestrians on sidewalks and this should also be considered in the law. 

Several letters were submitted as part of the public hearing minutes and are included later in this document. 



There being no further public comment, Mayor Schoenig motions to close the public hearing, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd 
all in favor 3 to 0. 

Regular Meeting 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the regular meeting, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 
1. Holiday Caroling parade permit ς Amy Campanaro of the Southeast Museum explains the plans for the 22nd holiday 

caroling event scheduled for December 6, 2014.  Following an ornament making workshop and a magic show 
children and adults will parade on Main Street to the Flower Garden, light the holiday tree, enjoy a visit from Santa, 
and parade to the Walter Brewster House for an event.  Ms. Campanaro hopes to attract members of the Putnam 
Chorale and perhaps some other musical organizations.  Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to approve closing Main 
Street on December 6, 2014 from 5:15 to 6:30 from the Museum at 67 Main Street, to the Flower Garden at 14 Main 
Street and back to the Walter Brewster House, waiving all fees, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 3 to 0.  Ms. 
Campanaro will notify the Fire Department of the plans. 

2. Ragamuffin parade permit ςFirst Baptist Church in Brewster plans the ragamuffin parade for October 25, 2014 with 
no rain date, from Markel Park at фΥолŀƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ C./ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘ ŀǘ ммΥлл ŦƻǊ ŀ άǘǊǳƴƪ ƻǊ ǘǊŜŀǘΦέ  5ŜǇǳǘȅ 
Mayor Piccini motions to approve the parade permit as discussed, waiving all fees, Mayor Schoenig 2nd all in favor 3 
to 0. 

3. Stephanie Fiorentino representing St. Andrews Church explains the plans for the annual Bazaar and asks that the 
parking rules be suspended on one side of Garden Street and Michael Neuner between Eastview and Prospect Street 
for vendor parking on November 15, 2014 ς Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to suspend parking rules for vendors with 
a parking pass displayed in their car from 7:30am to 4:30pm as described, Mayor Schoenig 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

4. Monthly Reports 
4.1. 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ς WƻƘƴ CƻƭŎƘŜǘǘƛ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ  Mayor Schoenig motions to 

ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 3 to 0.  Copy of the report is 
appended to these minutes. 

4.2. Code Enforcement Report ς Joe Hernandez delivers the Code Enforcement report for September.  Mayor 
Schoenig asks if there are any outstanding property registrations.  Mr. Hernandez says that from time to time 
they run across a registration that needs to be updated and they address them as they occur.  Deputy Mayor 
Piccini motions to accept the September Code Enforcement report with the addition of 1 stop work order, 
Mayor Schoenig 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

4.3. Police Report - John Del Gardo delivers the Police report for September.  Deputy Mayor Piccini asks if we are 
conducting bicycle patrols.  Chief Del Gardo says we do on special occasions and in the spring the bike patrol 
will resume on a more normal schedule.  Trustee Boissonnault asks how 24 hour 7 day patrols are going.  Chief 
Del Gardo says the extra tour is great for the Village.  Mayor Schoenig asks how many 911 calls were outside 
the Village.  Chief Del Gardo says there were nine in September.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the 
September Police report, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 3 to 0.  Copy of the report is appended to these 
minutes. 

4.4. Planning Board Report ς David Kulo delivers the September Planning Board report.  Mayor Schoenig asks if 
every member is up to date on their training.  Mr. Kulo says there is one who needs more hours and will be 
fulfilling the obligation through online training.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the September Planning 
Board report, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 3 to 0.  Copy of the report is appended to these minutes. 

4.5. Zoning Board of Appeals Report ς Richard Ruchala submitted a report for September of no activity. Deputy 
Mayor Piccini asks if every member is up to date on their training.  Mr. Ruchala says there is one who needs 
more hours and will ask him to fulfill the obligation through online training.  Copy of the report is appended to 
these minutes.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the Zoning Board of Appeals report, Trustee 
Boissonnault2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

5. Street closure ς Trustee Boissonnault motions to close Prospect Street, Center Street and Wells Street during the 
annual Trick or Treat event starting at 5pm and reopen the roads at or about 10pm, Mayor Schoenig 2nd all in favor 3 
to 0. 

6. Request by Brewster Fire Department to plow 501 N. Main Street ς Mayor Schoenig asks Clerk Hansen to type a 
letter declining to provide the solicited cost due to the excessive burden already on our Department of Public Works, 
Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 



7. PD vehicle(s) capital note resolution and notice for publication ς Mayor Schoenig motions to approve Resolution No. 
101514-1 approving the issuance of a Capital Note to finance the purchase of two Police cars and publish legal 
notice as written Trustee Boissonault2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

8. Wells Park planning ς Clerk advises we received our first electric bill for Wells Park in the amount of $46.00.  
Currently there are no parks or recreation budget lines.  This NYSEG bill was charged to the Beautification budget 
line.  We need to keep the cost of operation in mind for the next budget year.  In keeping with that intention, 
planning is needed to determine programs, uses, costs, fees, etc. before the park might open in later spring-early 
summer 2015.  Trustee Boissonnault volunteers to chair a park planning advisory committee for the Village and will 
provide information on committee size and membership at the next meeting on November 5, 2014. 

9. Court audit resolution ς Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to approve Resolution No. 101514-2 reporting to the New 
York State Unified Court System that an annual audit was conducted by Trustee Bryde and everything was in order, 
Mayor Schoenig 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

10. VHB Contract amendment ς Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to authorize Mayor Schoenig to sign the contract 
amendment naming David Schiff as the principal for this contract, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

11. Comp plan & Envision Brewster meeting schedule for November and December  
11.1. Comprehensive Plan ς Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to set 11/12, 11/25, and 12/10 at 50 Main Street 7-8:30 as 

designated Comprehensive Plan Committee Board of Trustee Work Sessions, Mayor Schoenig 2nd all in favor 3 
to 0.   Additionally, there is a walk-through of the village blight study area planned for the afternoon of October 
22nd with VHB and as soon as a time is determined notice will be sent out to the Comprehensive Plan 
Committee. 

11.2. Envision Brewster ς Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to notice work sessions at 11am following Team Brewster on 
the 1st Thursday of each month with the exception of the January meeting which will be on January 8, 2015, 
Mayor Schoenig 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

12. Minutes for approval ς 01 October 2014 Regular Meeting Minutes ς Tabled.  Deputy Mayor Piccini was not in 
attendance therefore a vote could not be taken. 

13. Correspondence sent - received for September, 2014 ς Deputy Mayor Piccini asks about the letter from DEP 
deducting $15,000 from a future payment for sewer plant operations.  Clerk Hansen says that he is in agreement 
with the letter and this deduction will not materially affect our budget.  Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to accept 
correspondence sent and received for September, Mayor Schoenig 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

14. Vouchers Payable ς Deputy Mayor Piccini reviewed the Vouchers Payable and found everything in order. 
14.1. A   General $60,693.38 
14.2. C  Refuse/Garbage 1,567.67 
14.3. EN Engineering Fees Escrow Account 1,285.00 
14.4. F   Water 58,938.30 
14.5. G  Sewer 76,434.13 
14.6. H61 Wells Brook Retrofit 513.57 
14.7. H62 Tonetta Brook Retrofit 2,039.31 
14.8. TA Trust & Agency 4,696.18 

Total Vouchers Payable $206,167.54 

Mayor Schoenig motions to approve Vouchers Payable as listed, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

15. Other Business 
15.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks Counsel what the next steps are for the bicycle law.  Counsel advises the Board of 

Trustees must provide specific changes they would like to see as a result of the public hearing this evening.  
Deputy Mayor Piccini says she believes the bicycles should be walked on the sidewalks and on pedestrian 
crosswalks, not ridden.  Trustee Boissonnault notes the requirement for parental supervision for our younger 
riders and suggests the age be set at 13 years or older.  Counsel suggests Chief Del Gardo be involved in this 
discussion prior to consideration of passage of the final version of the local law.  Continued discussion on the 
content of the bike law will occur at the next regular meeting on November 5, 2014. 

15.2. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks about the zoning law revision for the annexed property and would like to see the 
uses include άǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻέ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ  /ƻǳƴǎŜƭ ŀŘǾƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .м ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ōǳǘ 
the Board may want to adjust some of the dimensions.  Heights, FAR, setbacks, are considerations.   

16. New Business 



16.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini received an email from PACE Land Use Law Center regarding a conference on December 
5th.  Counsel has registered for the conference.  Deputy Mayor Piccini is interested in the listed topics for the 
conference and will consider attending.   

16.2. Trustee Boissonnault says he would like to see our ongoing planning efforts capitalize on the Putnam Trailways 
Bike & Hike as part of our comprehensive plan discussions. 

16.3. Mayor Schoenig will attend the Town of Southeast meeting if the needed outside water district is on their 
agenda.  Mayor Schoenig notes that Peaceable Hill Road Water District was informed that the estimated cost of 
water will be $1,600 per year per family ς far in excess of the current Village water charges. 

17. Public Comment 
17.1. Larry Murphy with Severn Trent is here as the new regional manager for Severn Trent and introduces himself.  

Mayor Schoenig notes the contract is signed with VRI replacing Severn Trent as the new operator so the 
discussion is over for now. 

18. Mayor Schoenig motions to go into executive session to discuss litigation and- personnel, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd 
all in favor 3 to 0. 

19. Mayor Schoenig motions to come out of executive session and resume the regular meeting, Deputy Mayor Piccini 
2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

20. Mayor Schoenig motions to appoint Domenic Consentino as acting DPW Superintendent, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd 
all in favor 3 to 0.   

21. Mayor Schoenig motions to set a special meeting to address the capital note resolution at 6:55 P.M. just prior to the 
Comprehensive Plan work session already noticed and scheduled for October 22nd at Village Hall, 50 Main Street, 
Brewster, NY, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 3 to 0.  

22. Trustee Boissonnault motions to adjourn, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

Letters submitted for Bicycle Law public hearing: 
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